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electorate. Yet, sadly, many of our citizens fail 
to exercise their right and responsibility to cast 
their vote for those who would govern them. 
This ambivalence erodes the rigor of our de-
mocracy and can lead to disastrous results for 
our nation. On Tuesday, November 7, 2000, 
honor your fathers and their fathers before 
them by exercising your civic responsibility at 
the voting booth. 

The most visible and enduring symbol of a 
strong, active American citizenry is our flag, 
the Stars and Stripes. Two hundred and twen-
ty-three years after Congress first authorized 
the flag, it stands as a powerful symbol of our 
Republic, the courage of those who have de-
fended it, and the resolve of Americans to pro-
tect their freedom. It is a mighty symbol, not 
only to the citizens of this great nation, but 
also to those abroad who see it flying at our 
embassies or on the ships of our naval fleet. 

The Continental Congress resolved that, 
‘‘The flag of the United States be thirteen 
stripes, alternate red and white; that the union 
be thirteen stars, white in a blue field, rep-
resenting a new constellation.’’ This blueprint 
is representative of the unity that we have 
been able to forge in this melting pot of cul-
tures, ethnic groups, and races. Regardless of 
where our families originated from, the rich 
heritage that they brought with them and the 
uniquely American culture that they have 
forged, represents one of our greatest 
strengths. 

America is still recognized as the land of op-
portunity and some of our proudest citizens 
are the newest Americans. Dr. Lorne A. 
Schnell, the father of a member of my Con-
gressional staff, was one of these proud new 
Americans. Originally from Saskatchewan, 
Canada, Dr. Schnell and his wife, Joanne, 
have lived in Bourbonnais, Illinois since 1984. 
Steadfastly proud of his Canadian heritage, he 
made the decision to become an American cit-
izen last year. Dr. Schnell flew his American 
flag with unabashed pride and he was eagerly 
looking forward to voting in this first election 
next week. Sadly, this proud new American 
passed away suddenly on October 12, 2000, 
in Las Vegas, Nevada. 

Dr. Schnell’s life embodied the tenets of citi-
zenship that I have discussed above. After a 
thirty-six year career in the pharmaceutical in-
dustry, he chose to dedicate his retirement 
years to serving his community. A gifted musi-
cian, avid golfer and talented woodworker, Dr. 
Schnell nonetheless committed countless 
hours to improving the lives of the people in 
his community. He worked hard to establish 
the Kankakee Valley Youth Orchestra and his 
vision was finally realized this summer. He 
also served on his church board of trustees 
and taught English as a second language to 
new immigrants. 

President Richard Nixon said, ‘‘We must al-
ways remember that America is a great nation 
today not because of what government did for 
people but because of what people did for 
themselves and for one another.’’ President 
Nixon’s words embody the spirit of individual 
service and honor the extraordinary contribu-
tions of ordinary citizens like Dr. Lorne A. 
Schnell. 

Liberty, justice, freedom and opportunity. 
These are not just idle words, they are the 
fundamental principles that make our Republic 

unique. Embrace these ideals and honor our 
forefathers by participating in the governance 
of your town, county, state and country. Volun-
teer your time and serve your community. 
Stand and proudly salute as your nation’s flag 
passes by and instill in your children what it 
means to be an American citizen. 

Citizenship is one of our nation’s greatest 
strengths; it gives our nation’s democracy vi-
tality and longevity. As we face the uncertain-
ties and challenges of the third millennium, the 
strength and character of the American citi-
zenry provides us with the foundation to move 
forward as a nation. President Abraham Lin-
coln once said, ‘‘Whatever you are, be a good 
one.’’ Heed President Lincoln’s words by com-
mitting yourself to being an active participant 
in the well-being of your family and your com-
munity. Your dedicated service will help en-
sure the continuing prosperity of our great na-
tion.
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Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Mr. Speaker, it is with 
a mixture of sadness and enthusiasm that I 
bid farewell to a friend and colleague, 
CHARLES CANADY as he prepares to voluntarily 
end his service in the United States Congress. 

I am sad because I have known CHARLES 
since our days in the Florida state legislature 
but am excited for him as he embarks on a 
new journey. 

I have had the distinct pleasure of not only 
serving with Congressman CANADY here in the 
House, but also in the Florida legislature 
where during his first term he was honored as 
the Most Effective First Term Legislator. 

I believe that designation has stayed with 
him throughout his tenure in the House where 
he has served his district, the state of Florida, 
and indeed the nation by working hard on be-
half of Florida’s agricultural industry, on legis-
lation for lobbying disclosure reform and 
strengthening our criminal justice system. 

The 1998 Almanac of American Politics 
summed it up when they said that ‘‘CANADY is 
hard-working and . . . strong in his convic-
tions . . .’’

I am certain his leadership will be missed by 
the constituents of Florida’s 12th Congres-
sional district. For myself, I can certainly say 
that his friendship and accomplishments in the 
House will be sorely missed and I know that 
he will continue to succeed in his role as Flor-
ida Governor Jeb Bush’s General Counsel. 

I am proud to have known and worked with 
Representative CANADY and I ask my Con-
gressional colleagues to join me in paying trib-
ute and saying good-bye to this dear friend.
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Mrs. MALONEY of New York. Mr. Speaker, 
I rise today to pay special tribute to the Asso-
ciation for the Research of Middle Eastern 
Cultures, A.R.M.E.C., on its fifth anniversary, 
and to recognize the 45th Moroccan Inde-
pendence Day. A.R.M.E.C promotes cultural, 
social, educational, and religious activities in 
order to facilitate the participation of the Mid-
dle Eastern community in American life. 

A.R.M.E.C strives to promote interaction be-
tween individuals of various cultural and reli-
gious backgrounds in order to create an envi-
ronment of mutual respect and understanding. 
For the past three years, they have honored 
and commended various Artists of the Year in 
order to further appreciate and bring recogni-
tion to the rich cultural heritage of the Middle 
East. 

A.R.M.E.C.’s mission is to help facilitate a 
harmonious multicultural society. They spon-
sor various cultural and sporting events includ-
ing conferences, musical performances, and 
traditional celebrations. In 1996, A.R.M.E.C. 
co-sponsored a family conference in Wash-
ington, D.C. with the theme: True Family Val-
ues for American Moslem Families. One hun-
dred and fifty participants attended this con-
ference to discuss how to improve the quality 
of families throughout the world. 

Furthermore, Mr. Speaker, A.R.M.E.C. is in-
volved in many humanitarian and social activi-
ties. After the death of King Hassan II of Mo-
rocco, A.R.M.E.C. made available for signing 
a condolence book addressed to his son and 
successor, King Mohammed VI. Following this 
year’s devastating earthquake in Turkey, 
A.R.M.E.C. sent an appeal to its members to 
express their solidarity and generosity toward 
the people of Turkey. 

The Association for the Research of Middle 
Eastern Cultures hopes to continue its efforts 
in familiarizing members with United States 
history, religious traditions, culture and laws, in 
order to facilitate integration into American so-
ciety. Future projects include new immigrants 
support and assistance services, English and 
Arabic language classes, Middle East music 
and dance classes, and marriage and family 
counseling. 

Mr. Speaker, I salute the Association for the 
Research of Middle Eastern Cultures and ask 
my colleagues in Congress to join me in rec-
ognizing the great contributions of A.R.M.E.C. 
and the Moroccan 45th Independence Day.
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